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OBC Updates
• OBC Updates
 5 year code cycle for new editions
 Interim amendments
• Fall 2016 – public consultation
• 17 code change proposals for Part 8
 7 Interim amendments to 2012 OBC
 10 proposed changes for 2019 OBC
• Public comments received (December 2016)
• Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) established
• February 2017 – TAC reviewed Interim change proposals
• May 2017 – TAC reviewed proposals for 2019 OBC

Interim Amendments to 2012 Code
• Most interim amendment proposals related to codifying the
use of leaching chambers
NEW REQUIREMENT FOR PUMP CHAMBERS
• ALL pump or siphons to be equipped with audible and
visible alarm.
• Comes into effect January 1, 2018

Potential Changes for 2019 OBC
• 10 potential changes were proposed and reviewed
• Proposed changes to Class 2 Systems
• Would permit a Class 2 system to be a pit or a trench
system
• Proposed change to 8.8.1.2. to limit expansion or
replacement of dwellings serviced by holding tanks (no
increase in design sewage flow permitted)
• Proposed changes to 8.7.4.2.(1) to eliminate the use of
“leaching bed fill”

• This change, if passed would result in unintended
consequences for systems in areas with T > 50 min/cm
• Could achieve the objective by modifying other parts of
the code.

Potential Changes to 2019 OBC
• Proposed changes to 8.9, if passed:
• Keep maintenance records for any Class 4 system
• Make available to CBO upon request
• Maintenance provider responsible for sampling
• Proposed changes to 8.9.3.4.
• Minister Mauro statement
• Would have required septic tanks to be pumped out
every 5 years regardless of sludge/scum levels
• Would also include requirements to keep maintenance
records and make available to CBO upon request.

Dear Heads of Council:
I am writing today to inform you that the Ministry of Municipal Affairs will not be
moving forward with the proposals requiring regular inspections, pumping out of septic
tanks and keeping of the septic tanks and treatment units’ maintenance records put
forth in Phase One of the Building Code consultation.
The consultation process provided municipalities, industry, subject matter experts and
members of the public with an opportunity to offer their input and views on the
proposed changes. The Ministry welcomed the feedback and I was pleased with the
frank responses with respect to septic systems.
I have always felt that there are sufficient protections in place to mitigate against septic
system failures. Since 1997, there has been a requirement for owners of septic tanks
and treatment units to clean out their systems when the working capacity is one-third
full. This will continue to be in effect.
I value the input of our municipal partners. I’ve heard from many of you on this issue
and I thank you for your input.
Sincerely,
Original signed by
Bill Mauro
Minister

Next Steps Toward the 2019 OBC
• Ministry of Municipal Affairs staff
• Review public comments
• Review TAC input
• Decide what proposed changes to take to cabinet
• New regulation anticipated for a 2019 OBC
• Timing is unknown
• Possible Provincial election may affect timing
General note:
• Code change proposals can be submitted at any time by
anyone
• Do not wait until the consultation process begins – if you
want to see a change, send in a proposal to MMA
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